Life and Letters

convictions, if not his courage. And his
cultivated mannerisms are, after the first
attraction of their quaintness has passed,
repulsive. " Camerado," " Libertad," " Omnes,
omnes," and the rest of the jargon; how
does it square with his assertion, for he
meant to assert this, that he chose the first
spontaneous words he found ? He may have
shaken the dust of the Old World from his
feet (which had never trodden it), but this
did not stop him from calling a pavement, in
an English poem, a " trottoir," nor did it
prevent him from spelling " cosmos " with a
" k," presumably because he had heard that
the Greeks did so ; he even went to the length
of spelling Canada with a " K," which the
Greeks might have done had they had a
chance, but which would scarcely be deemed
a natural thing, even by a Speling Reformer.
" Me imperturbe, standing at ease in Nature " ;
" Melange mine own, the unseen and the seen'" ;
a man who was only unself-consciously trying
to convert people would not concoct pre-
posterous openings like those; and such
sentences (" No dainty dolce affetuoso I,"
says he !) are sprinkled all over his works.
Yet, at bottom, ne was genuine and original;
he said things that needed courage to say and
things which it gives courage to read. He will
never again come with the freshness of appeal
that he had forty or fifty years ago. Men then,
shadowed by " the Victorian compromise,"
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